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ANNUAL  PEi'OKT  uF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECT  JR  TJ  THE  WEST  PENWITH 
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The  Annual  Report  of  the  rort  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Penzance  (Hayle  Division)  xort  Sanitary  authority. 


WEST  PENWITH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Public  Health  Department, 
38,  Chapel  Street, 
PENZANCE . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  * 

West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  tne  Annual  Report  for  1948  few  matters  of 
local  interest  could  be  so  important  as  that  of  a  proper  water 
supply  to  the  various  parishes .  On  every  side  we  are  asked 
to  produce  more  food  and,  therefore,  one  of  the  fundamental 
needs  for  any  farmer  is  the  obtaining  of -a  proper  and  adequate 
number  of  workers  for  agriculture.  However,  in  manyof  our 
villages  we  still  allow  the  wives  of  the  agricultural  workers 
to  carry  water  often  from  a  very  considerable  distance,  while 
to  expect  a  farmer  to -produce  clean  milk  lacking  this  necessity 
is  asking  the  impossible.  We  hear  a  lot  about  new  schools 
and  other  new  buildings,  but  it  would  be  far  better  to  provide 
steel  for  water  pipes  for  the  "rural"  areas.  We  cannot  eat 
bricks  and  mortar  but  the  progress  of  vital  water  supplies 
seems  to  be  hampered  on  every  side. 

The  great  events  of  July  5th  passed  off  in  this  Area 
singularly  quietly  though  a  few  complaints  have  been  received, 
notably  from  H.ayle ,  that  the  doctors’  surgeries  are  much  more 
crowded.  It  has  proved  impossible  to  provide  clinic  services 
in  the  rural  areas,  so  that  in  sum  it  can  be “said  that  though 
these  will  in  time  be  extended  in  the  district,  little  improve¬ 
ment  can  be  expected  at  present  especially  in  view  of  limita¬ 
tions  of  buildings  and  staff. 

As  a  final  point  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  close  interest  and  the  officers  of  other 
departments  for  their  help.  The  staff  of  this  department, 
although  depleted  after  September  through  the  serious  illness 
of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  to  which  reference  is  made 
below,  has  given  me  very  great  assistance,  and  I  am  most 
grateful . 

I  am , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.K.  DUNSCOMBE,  ■  >  ■ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


•  .  ; 


STATISTICAL  INFORMATION . 


1948. 


1. 

Population 

18,500 

2. 

Area 

59 ,792  acres . 

3. 

Rateable  Value 

£56,541. 

4. 

Product  of  Id  Rate 

£225.  6.  54. 

5. 

Number  of  Inhabited 

Houses  .  .  . 

5,630  (Approx.) 

6 . 

Live  Births 

153  Male  144  Female 

297  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population  -  16*7 

7. 

Still  Births 

4 

Rate  of  Still  Births  per 

1,000  Total  Births 

-  13*3. 

8. 

Infant  Deaths 

6  Male  4  Female 

10  Total 

Infant  Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

Live  Births  - 

33-7 

9  . 

Total  Deaths 

115  Male  115  Female 

230  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population  -  12*9 

TABLE  OF  Causes 

OF  DEATH. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Male 

3. 

Female 

2. 

Total 

5. 

Tuberculosis  -  Other  Forms 

1. 

— 

1. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1. 

— 

1. 

Influenza 

.  .  . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Cancer  -  Uterus 

— 

2. 

2. 

Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5. 

6 . 

11. 

Breast 

— 

4. 

4. 

All  Other  Sites 

6 . 

15. 

21. 

Diabetes 

2. 

2. 

4. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Disease 

7. 

9.  u 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

45. 

40  . 

85. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System 

3  . 

4. 

7. 

Bronchitis 

2. 

2. 

4. 

Pneumonia 

3. 

2. 

5. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4. 

1. 

5. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

1. 

1. 

Appendicitis  •  - 

— 

1. 

1. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1. 

2. 

3. 

N  ephritis 

4. 

4. 

8. 

Premature  Births 

1. 

3  . 

4. 

Conj  .  Mai.  Birth  Inj .  Infant 

Diseases 

4. 

4. 

Suicide 

1. 

— 

1. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

7. 

1. 

8. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

6 . 

3  . 

9. 

All  Other  Causes 

8. 

10  . 

18. 

115  . 

115. 

230. 

1 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEaTH. 


1. 

Heart  Disease 

Male 

45. 

Female 

40  . 

Total 

85. 

2. 

Cancer 

11. 

27. 

38. 

3  . 

Intracranial  Vascular 

Disease 

7. 

9. 

16. 

4.- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . ;.  . 

7. 

1. 

8. 

5. 

Nephritis 

f  ;  d 

4,  , 

4. 

8. 

Water. 

(a)  General.  The  areas  supplied  do  not,  unfortunately, 
differ  from  the  list  given  last  year  so  that  it  is  still 
necessary  to  say  that  1648  conditions  exist  in  1948  in  too 
many  parts  of  the  Council’s  area,  especially  the  eastern 
section.  However,  here  there  was  a  ray  of  hope  as  the 
Ministry’s  preliminary  observations  on  a  proposal  to  utilise 
water  from  the  Hayle  river  were  asked  for.  The  proposal  is 
to  take  water  from  an  artificial  lake  close  to  the  hamlet  of 
Relubbus-.  The  lake  was  created  by  tin  mining  operations 
now  defunct  but  since  the  Hayle  river  flows  in  and  out  of  it, 
and  in  addition  another  stream  feeds  it,  a  very  substantial 
amount  of  water  coula  be  abstractei  without  in  any  way  affect¬ 
ing  the  flow  in  the  river,  which  has  been  roughly  gauged  at 

4-|  million  gallons  per  day,  and  which  is,  therefore,  the  best 
source  of  supply  in  West  Cornwall.  The  catchment  area  is 
about  9,000  acres  in  extent.  It  is  tragic,  therefore,  that 
with  such  a  supply  only  a  mile  away  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parishes  of  St.  'Hilary  and  Perranuthnoe  should  have  to  depend 
almost  entirely  on  rainwater,  while  the  supply  to  the  eastern 
end  of  Marazion  parish  is  not  adequate. 

Attempts  were  made  during  this  year  to  instal  a  really 
satisfactory  chlorinating  system  on  the  present  Marazion 
Supply.  This  involved  the  construction  of  a  small  chlori- 
nator  house  and  the  Rector  of  Luagvan,  Canon  Murley,  very 
kindly  agreed  to  the  siting  of  the  chlorinator  in  the  grounds 
of  the  Rectory.  This  naturally  had  also  to  have  the  approval 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  a  body  to  whom  rapidity 
of  decision  seems  anathema.  The  matter  has  not  been  settled 
yet . 

(b)  Hayle .  Difficulty  arose  in  this  town  owing  to  the 
continual  rise  in  demand  and  to  the  age  of  the  mains,  some 
of  which  may  be  regarded  as  antiquities.  Owing  to  the 
industrial  demand  which  has  now  reached  a  potential  two  hundred 
thousand  gallons  per  day,  combined  with  the  two  points  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned,  the  augmentation  of  this  Hayle  supply  by  a 
very  substantial  amount  has  now  become  a  matter  of  urgency,  as 
the  present  sources  at  Mellenear  and  Nanspusker  are  at  the 
maximum  of  supply  and  it  is  not  possible,  therefore,  to  obtain 
any  extra  from  them.  The  obvious  answer  is  the  Hayle  river 
scheme, and  the  Aelubbus  proposals  are  designed  to  secure  this 
in  addition  to  the  other  areas  already  mentioned.  In  this 
connection  it  is  important  to  note  that  Hayle  is  one  of  the 
few  areas  in  the  County  where  heavy  industry  is  situated,  so 
that  the.  prime  importance  of  having  an  adequate  water  supply 
for  industrial  purposes  can  readily  be  appreciated. 


(c)  Mndr on.  Owing  to  the  progress  in  construction  of  the 

34  Council  houses  it  was  urgently  necess  iry  t j  prepare  to 
augment  substantially  the  supply  to  the  village.  Moreover, 
any  such  scheme  should  conform  as  far  as  possible  to  the 
major  scheme  in  order  to  avoid  capital  expenditure  becoming 
redundant  if  and  when  the  major  scheme  eventuates.  This  is 
being  done  by  taking  in  the  Wishing  Well  supply  to  a  6,000 
gallon  tank,  pumping  up  to  a  similar  tank  at  about  460  O.D. 
and  then  gravitating  down,  .k  considerable  amount  of  the 
preliminary  work  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  summary  of  the  present  position  in  the  parishes  is 
as  follows 


Some  x)arishes  have  more  than  one  hamlet  and  there  may  be 
more  than  one  type  of  supply  to  each  parish.  The  follow¬ 
ing  letters  indicate  the  type  of  supply. 

M  -  Main  Supply.  S  -  Standpipes.  W  -  Well  or  Spring. 

T  -  Rainwatertanks . 


Name  of  Parish. 

Est. 

pop. 

1939- 

E.V. 

1948. 

Type  of 

Public 

Supply. 

Samples 

Untreat¬ 

ed 

taken 

Chlor. 

Chlor 

& 

Tilt. 

Results. 
Sat.  Unsat. 

Sennen 

o28 

2801 

M.S.W. 

- 

- 

- 

— 

(b) 

St .  Levan 

3^3 

1904 

S.V/.T. 

- 

- 

— 

.  - 

— 

St.  Bury  an 

1104 

2634 

S,  T.  1. 

1. 

- 

- 

1. 

- 

Sane reed 

395 

1786  : 

Y/.T.M. 

.  - 

— 

■  - 

— 

Tov/ednack 

278 

600 

YET. 

,  - 

- 

-  j 

-  • 

— 

Zennor 

255 

694 

W.T. 

- 

- 

- 

V  J 

— 

Madron 

1301 

3903 

S.M. 

-  ■ 

-*  ; 

- 

■  - 

— 

Ludgvan 

2403 

.  3G36 

Y/.  3. 

9 

- 

••  — . 

5 

4 

Paul 

232 

712 

V/.T. 

- 

- 

- 

■— 

- 

Marazi on 

1211 

4653 

M. 

- 

O 

Ck 

- 

2 

- 

St .  M.  Mount 

46 

355 

M. 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Gwinear- 
G-Y/it  liian 

1810 

I892 

1733 

W.T. 

« 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ja) 

St.  Hilary 

724 

1324 

W.  T. 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

St.  Erth 

1004 

2233 

W  T 

- 

- 

— 

- 

_  (0) 

Pe  rranuthnoe 

934 

2632 

W  T1 

' '  0  la 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Ilayle 

4437 

20428 

M. 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

Morvah 

80 

l66 

W.T. 

(a)  Standard  of  fitness  of  untreated  water  supplies  within 

the  area  has  not  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  with  the 
exceptions  of  Trythal  Vean  supply  to  Madron,  and  Ludgvan 
Churchtown  Spring  Supply. 

(b)  Council  Maisonettes  at  Sennen  Cove  (former  K.A.F.  Camp) 
supply  taken  over  but  the  quality  of  the  water  found  to 

I  be  unsatisfactory. 

(c)  St.  Erth  -  The  scheme  prepared  in  1945  for  supplying  the 
/■  village  with  treated  water  from  Mellenear  has  not  yet 

materialised. 

(d) ,  Gwinear-Gwithian .  A  scheme  prepared  in  1945  for  watering 

"this  area  from  Camborne  Water  Company  has  not  yet  come  into 
being . 


2 .  HOUSING. 

Progress  was  again  very  slow.  The  34  houses  at  Madron 
were  about  60  per  cent  finished  by  the  end  of  the  year,  6  Airey 
houses  had' been  completed  at  Marazion,  but  no  houses  had  been 
built  at  Hayle  where  the  need  is  very  great  indeed.  Owing 
.to  the  demand  a  number  of  wooden  bungalows  on  Hayle  Towans  was 
requisitioned  and  this  caused  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
perturbation  amongst  the  Owners  who  usually  let  them  for  summer 
occupation  at  substantial  rents  .  Few  things  that  the  Council 
has  done  have  caused  more  bother,  but  although  it  must  be  said 
at  once  that  these  huts  are  not  fit  for  permanent  occupation, 

-  they  are  a  great  deal  better  than  nothing.  Even  so,  in  Hayle 
the  need  for  .new  housing  is  urgent  as  a  considerable  number  of 
houses  there  should  be  demolished  as  they  are  long  past  their 
useful  life,  and  are  not  really  fit  for  habitation.  The 

preliminary  investigations  for  a  proposed  Clearance  Area  at 
Highlands  had  reached  an  advanced  stage  by  the  end  of  the 
year . 

The  following  are  the  housing  figures  for  1948 


Built  by  Council  ...  Nil 

Built  by  Private 

Enterprise  ...  6 

Under  Construction 

by  Council  ...  40 

Under  Construction 
by  Private  Enterprise  . .  4 


3  .  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Although  the  incidence  was  low  on  the  whole,  a  most 
interesting  case  occurred  which,  by  its  implications,  gave 
rise  to  considerable  anxiety.  This  was  a  case  of  typhoid 
in  a  boy  aged  12.  Very  considerable  investigations  of 
contacts  and  potential  sources  of  infection,  e.g.  carriers, 
milk,  water,  ice  cream,  etc.  followed,  but,  in  spite  of  ill, 
we  were  unable  to  ascertain  the  origin.  No  other  cases 
occurred,  but  a  case  arising  from  an  untraced  source  in  a 
person  who  had  not  been  out  of  the  district  must  inevitably 
give  ris-e  to  anxiety  lest  other  cases  should  occur. 
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Diphtheria .  The  figures  for  immunisation  are  given  below, 
but  it  is  of  interest  that  Refresher  Doses  were  given  to 
practically  all  the  school  children  at  Hayle,  including  the 
Grammar  and  Convent  Schools,  and  also  St.  Erth,  Connor  Downs, 
and  Gwinear  Schools.  It  can  thus  be  said  that  for  the  time 
being  the  school  age  children  in  that  Area  have  been  reason¬ 
ably  adequately  catered  for.  However,  I  must  say  that  the 
numbers  of  children  under  5  attending  the  Clinics  have  been 
disappo intingly  small.  It  is  hoped  that  the  numbers  will 
improve  when  a  Health  Visitor  for  the  Area  is  appointed. 

4  .  ADMINISTRATION . 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  considerably 
handicapped  by  the  illness  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
who  had  to  undergo  subsequently  a  serious  operation  and  as 
a  result  had  to  have  an  extended  period  of  convalescence. 

This  has  thrown  a  great  deal  of  work  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr. 
Hitchens,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  put  on  record  the  excellent 
work  he  has  done,  though  the  district  3f  60,000  acres  is  ob¬ 
viously  too  large  for  any  one  man. 

In  view  of  the  depletion  of  staff  the  work  of  surveying 
the  condition  of  houses  in  the  district,  which  is  urgently 
needed  so  that  we  can  assess  the  numbers  required  to  be  dealt 
with -under  the  Housing  Acts,  has  had  to  go  by  the  board. 

5  .  ST.  ERTH  RIVER  FLOODING. 

A  conference  was  held  during  the  year  between  the 
various  bodies  interested  in  the  obstruction  of  the  river 
with  its  consequent  flooding  of  houses  on  its  banks,  i.e. 
the  County  Council,  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
and  the  West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council.  Representatives 
of  Kerrier  Rural  District  Council  also  attended. 

In  the  main  it  can  be  said  : - 

(a)  That  the  houses  which  are  most  subject  to  flooding  are 

very  much  substandard  and,  therefore,  provided  the 

inhabitants  can  be  re-housed,  the  houses  could  then  be 
demolished . 

(b)  That  the  flooding  of  1946  was  exceptional. 

(c)  That  the  problem  affects  not  only  the  village  of  St. 

Erth  and  the  hamlet  of  Relubbus ,  but  also  the  whole 

length  of  the  river  to  the  sea  outfall.  The  conference 
was,  as  is  usual  in  so  many  similar  cases,  inconclusive. 

6.  SEWERAGE . 

(a)  Long  Rock .  The  position  at  the  Long  Rock  sea  outfall 
which,  as  reported  last  year,  has  been  so  damaged  by  heavy 
weather  as  to  discharge  on  the  beach  at  half  tide  mark,  has 
not  improved. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Consultant's  scheme, 
estimated  to  cost  approximately  £11,000,  involved  the  con¬ 
struction  of  works  inland,  but  th  vt  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Penzance  were  proposing  to  construct  the  sewer  from  Gulval 
it  was  suggested  that  the  sewerage  from  Long  Rock  could  be 
combined  with  it  in  order  to  lessen  the  number  of  sewers 
discharging  into  Mount’s  Bay.  This  h<as  net  yet  eventuated, 
and  the  proposed  consultation  with  the  Borough  Council  his 
not  been  held. 
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(b)  and  (c)  Sennen  and  St.  Buryan.  The  Consulting 

Engineer,  Mr.  G.H.  Ivory,  surveyed  both  Sennen  and  St. 

Buryan  areas  and  subsequently  the  schemes  for  both  were 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  For  Sennen,  the  scheme 
for  the  Council  houses  area  was  regarded  as  subsidiary  to 
that  for  the  Cove  area  which  envisaged  a  gravity  flow  to  a 
holding  tank  to  be  constructed .on  the  sea  side  of  the 
present  County  road  near  the  Lifeboat  House.  The  contents 
of  the  tank  being  allowed  to  go  to  sea  on  the  ebb  tide  by 
means-  of  an  outfall  to  below  low  water  mark. 

The  scheme  for  St.  Buryan  followed  the  lines  originally 
proposed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hitchens.  For  some 
years  the  overflow  from  the  present  unsatisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  has  run  into  a  stream  below  which  is  a  number  of  farms 
in  which  dairying  is  carried  on.  Hence  the  need  for  a  satis¬ 
factory  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  is  urgent, 
but  even  so  the  problem  of  the  water  supply  is  still  more 
urgent  as  the-  village  has  really  only  two  standxoipes  and,  to 
provide  a  complete  sewerage  scheme  before  an  adequate  water 
supply,  is  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse. 

7.  MISCELLANEOUS .  Among  matters  investigated  under  this  heading 

were  :- 

(a)  ihillack  Churchyard  Extension.  This  investigation  was 
requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  through  the  Clerk  of  the 
Hayle  parish  Council  as  the  result  of  complaints  made  as  to 
the  conditions  at  the  burial  grjuna  which  received  "prominence 
in  the  press.  The  allegations  were  to  the  effect  that  .as 
the  graves  were  made  in  very  sandy  soil  there  was  considerable 
danger  of  the  coffins  being  expose  i  by  virtue  of  the  sand  being 
moved  through  action  of  the  weather.  No  evidence  to  this 
effect  was  found  but  certain  recommendations  were  made  to  the 
Hector  of  xhillack  Church  on  the  proper  lay-out  of  the  church¬ 
yard  extension  having  regard  to  the  sanuy  nature  of  theL ground 
and  its  relatively  exposed  position.  No  water  supplies  were 
involved  in  any  case. 

(b)  Associated  Ethyl  Corporation.  A  number  of  complaints 
was  received  regarding  the  emission  of  fumes  from  the  works, 
and  also  that  the  effluent  from  the  works  was  poisonous  to 
fish.  as  the&e  complaints,  if  substantiated,  would  have 
been  a  serious  matter,  the  question  was  gone  into  very  care¬ 
fully  and  I  should  like  to  express  to  H.M.  Alkali  Inspector, 
and  also  to  the  Manager  of  the  Company,  my  thanks  for  tneir 
co-operation.  It  is  true  that  at  times  some  smell  could  be 
noticed,  particularly  close  to  the  concrete  apron  where  the 
effluent,  which  contains  a  minute  amount  of  halogen,  meets 
the  sea  water  of  the  dock.  The  possibility  that  the  two 
meeting  might  cause  the  formation  of  a  compound  toxic  to  fish 
was  also  explored,  but  this  was  not  found  to  be  the  case,  and 
from  certain  confidential  figures  to  which  I  had  access  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Manager  I  coula  not  say  this  would  be 
likely  in  any  case. 

8.  national  health  sekvice  act. 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Act  in  this  area  was  un¬ 
eventful.  Two  representatives  of  the  Council  were  appointed 
to  serve,  on  the  Area  Committee  ana  tneir  local  knowledge  nas 
proved  of  great  assistance.  A  summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  No.  1  Area  appears  in  the  Appendix. 
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9.  STATISTICS  for  the  area  as  a  whole  are  given  in  the 

Appendix,  but  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  relatively 
high  incidence  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis . 


Factories  acts,  1937  ana  1948. 


ANNUAL  REAOKT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESiECT  oF 


THE  YEaR  1948  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  FENWITH  IN  THE 

COUNTY  OF  CORNNVaLL. 

DART  1  >F  THE  ACT. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Dremis  es  . 

Number 

on 

Register . 

Inspec¬ 
tions  . 

Number 

’Written 

N  jtices  . 

of 

c ccupiers 
x  ros ecuted 

(i)  Factories,  in  which  Secs 
1,2, 3, 4,  &  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities. 

35 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority . 

123 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

( iii)  wther  x remises  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority.  (Excluding 
out-workers'  premises). 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

158 

57 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  we 

re  foun 

d 

C  as  es 

in  which 

defects  found 

Particulars . 

Found 

heme  lie 

a  To  H  *M  . 

By 

Number 

Ins  rec- 

i”l  •  IVi  • 

where 

tor 

Ins- 

prose- 

pec- 

cut  ions 

tor 

inst  it- 

ut  e  d . 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Con- 

veniences . 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ether  offences  against  the 

Act  (excluding  those  re- 

lating  to  out-work) . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

xaRT  VIII  of  the  Act. 

v,-  UTw 

.  RK  -  S 

actions  lie 

&  111 

• 

NIL. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Cornwall  No.  1  Area . 

The  following  is  a  brief’  report  on  the  working  of  the 
National  'Health  Service  in  this  Area. 

1.  Cornwall  No.  1  Area  comprises :- 

Population  (Mid-Year  1948) 


Penzance  Borough  ...  ...  19,920 

St.  Ives  Borough  ...  •  ...  8,605 

St .  Just  ...  ...  4,047 

West  Penwith  ...  ...  17,770 

Total  “50,342 


Total  ^rea  -  85,000  Acres. 

The  area  Health  Office  is  located  at  Penzance. 

The  administration  is  carried  out  by  the  assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  who  is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  Districts. 

The  position  in  this  Area  was  complicated  considerably  by  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  only  Area  in  the  County  where  a  whole-time  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  was  functioning  before  the  Act  began.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  impossible  to  combine  the  work  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  County  Districts  and  that  done  by  him  for  the  County 
Council  into  one  office  which  is  so  desirable  from  the  point  of  view 
of  economic  administration,  but  in  any  case  it  is  certainly  wrong  that 
the  Area  Medical  Officer  should  have  three  offices  in  one  town  which 
is  the  present  position  in  Penzance. 

2.  Since  by  the  end  of  December  this  service  had  only  been  running 
six  months  it  is  obviously  too  soon  to  pass  any  detailed  comments. 
However,  it  could  be  said  that  on  the  'whole  the  take  over  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  from  Penzance  Borough  was  smooth 
and  that  the  Service  was  gradually  getting  into  its  stride.  It  had 
also  been  arranged  that  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  would  be  commenced  in 
St.  Just  twice  per  month  starting  from  January,  1949  and  active  steps 
were  being  taken  to  acquire  a  suitable  site  for  a  Clinic  at  Hayle , 
while  careful  consideration  was  being  given  to  proposals  for  satis¬ 
factory  clinic  accommodation  in  St.  Ives  where  the  present  arrangements 
are  far  from  ideal.  With  its  population  of  nearly  9,000  St.  Ives 
deserves  a  really  good  Clinic. 

In  Penzance,  although  proposals  for  the  alteration  of  the  old 
Science  School  in  Morrab  Hoad  to  provide  full  Clinic  facilities  had 
been  approved  by  all  parties  interested  (Ministries  of  Health,  and 
Education,  County  Council  and  the  Borough  Council),  no  work  had  been 
started  on  the  building  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

3.  Certain  major  points  with  regard  to  administration  should  be  re¬ 
considered  at  a  very  early  date.  These  are:- 

(a)  The  Area  Committees  have  very  little  power  indeed. 

(b)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  should  be  the  administering  Medical  Officer  for  all  the 
County  Council  medical  services  in  the  Area.  At  present  this 
is  not  so,  especially  as  regards  the  School  Medical  Service. 

(p)  Medical  Officers  of  Health  should  also  be  co-opted  members  of 

any  House  Committee  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  formed 
in  their  Areas  .  This,  is  most  certainly  not  the  case  in  this 
Area  now,  with  the  result  that  information  about  projects  in  the 
Hospital,  which  may  easily  have  profound  effects  on  public 
health  provisions  and  amenities  has  to  be  obtained  second  or 
third  hand.  This  should  not  be  if  there  is  to  be  proper  co¬ 
ordination  throughout  the  Service. 


APPENDIX  B. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  . 


Disease . 

Penzance . 

West  Penwith. 

St.  Ives. 

St.  Just. 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

7 

5 

- 

Meas les 

18 

33 

- 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

4 

35 

- 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

— 

— 

- 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis 

— 

1 

tmm 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

- 

Typhoid 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

diphtheria  immunise 

1948. 

TION. 

Area 

Number  of  Children  who  Completed 
a  full  Course  of  Immunisation 
in  1948 . 

Number  of  Chil¬ 
dren  Receiving 
Refresher  Doses 

Under  5 . 

5-14. 

Total . 

PENZANCE 

356 

23 

379 

463 

ST.  IVES 

43 

4 

47 

93 

WEST  PENWITH 

186 

7 

193 

277 

ST.  JUST 
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hFm*°m)|?°HT  H>i  TlTS  AUTHORITY. 

- - - Uii.WhT  Hj^THjiaDIC^l .OIEICER  FOR  THE  Yfc.R  icwia 


,  .  - - — - -  . 

Source  of  supply  for  (a)  Port,  (b)  Shipping  FROM  Cornell's  mntko 

(2)  Hydrants  and  hose  pipes,  YES.  Oh  qtuy 

>« ^—e aLi„ati,„,  mMn 

(5)  Humber  of  .at.r  boa,,  their  omi.arj  eonditioa  KII 


t 


— - —  T - . 

}  £ROM  MASTERS  and  PRCTwgfloroyyrnK^13”  of  Health  CERTIFICATES 


(2)  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival 


non: 


(3)  Notification  to  the  Autho r-i  +tf  ^ 

attention  (wireless  messages  land  redulring  specia] 

from  pilots,  Customs  Officers  etc  )°  6  stations,  information 

l  ?  °°rinS  StatlJnt>  adslSna'te-  under  Articles  10  WITHIN  THE  noon 
5)  Irtlclfu3  ^  any  StaniinS  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of 

(6)  Experience  of  working  ofArticle  16. 

(7)  What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  ~ 

fb)  Cleans  ingA'nd^dis  infect  ion  of "shrpA^- exaraina^on  MRS 

articles  SHIPS  rfim  P^mPSfSOr?S  ®J?1  closing 


and  other  articles  SHIPS  (  isn  -Sc AiPf fsons  and  clothing 
DISINFECTED  UNDER  THTT!~rieScyA?,l^n^lS  )  cleasned  and 

SPECTOin - TM- 

HAhGEMEhT  WTTH  th?  JlCL^o  A  HE  DEALT  VVT  TH_  py  r> 

(o) 

such  accommodation  is  requirelfor  +h»  P^sons  for  whom 

lations  NONE  squired  for  the  purposes  of  the  Kegu- 

(f)  Hospital  accommodation  avai  iwhi  ^  -p  t.. 

Fever,  Small  Pox  and  other  infpp+,0r  Cholera,  Yellow 

HftGUE,  CHOLEHA  YRT/mw  cl10?®  diseases  CASES  OF 

pTlTH  THE  EY  f!  WcfuTTi'  ,  p  Om^INgBCTIOljriSRTnqSR 

ISOLATION  HUS  i  T  Tn  T, |  m  T~U  THE  COUNTY - 

rNFORM^BY^n w ■ t  ^ LL-12X_A i&  „S  FOLLOW s 

TO  KEMOv/^Bl^^TS^r-^ XJ^igHLi§KIMg  FOR  AMR UL, . N CE 
IUREau)  .  THl~fesTTrri^fff^^^  aMRutemop 

,  ,  L1SKEARD  SMfil.l,  pcv  nn~~frT~~'  k^mCVED  pi  Aiunm^fjcE  T~ 

is  NOW  CARRIED 

TtiD  DISTRICT  J^WJiS  THROUGH 

1'HIS  AhRuuNUElWEM'r  .,'ttu  rjU  EXCExTLuN~7V) - 

unIdek  (  at  ft  hovk  rujiib  i  Vii  •TTir’f^Tu  cases  is  men tt owed 

(8)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteri h  l  -,,<  „o1 

tions  of  rats  for  plague  COUNTY  •■•.THOlOfiT s%lo8*CAl  examina" 


( g )  arrangements  for  other  bacteriological  or  pathological  examina- 
'  tions  flOUHTY  1ATHSL0GIST. 

<»>  gssur«s 

anljn^  merchant  seamen  under  international  arrangemun  s, 

£  t^aiic!EBsT  17,^ 

HOSPITAL  ADVERTISED  BY  POSTERS  IK  BOCKS  AMD  URIHALb. 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  dead  KoETUaKY. 

(12)  Other  matters,  if  any,  requiring  or  receiving  attention  NONE 


Signed  R.H.  HnDFIELI), 

i0rt  Health  Medical  officer. 
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F  SHIxa-IHG  ENTEiilNG  THE  x^RT  lot  1948 


Num-  Regis-  By 

ber.  tered  the 

Tonnage.  M.o 


By  tne 
Sani¬ 
tary  In¬ 
spector. 


Number 
Repor¬ 
ted  to 
be  de¬ 
fective 


Number 

of  Ves¬ 
sels  on 
which 
defects 
were  re¬ 
medied. 


Number  of 

vessels 
repo rted 
as  having 
had  dur- 
•  ing  the 
voyage  in¬ 
fectious 
disease 
on  board . 


FOREIGN  - 

Steamers' 

Motor 

Sailing 

Fishing 


2 

3 

Nil 

Nil 


385 

547 


States 

of 

Bedding 
com¬ 
plained 
of  in  2 


Both 
re¬ 
medied  . 


None 

None 

None 

None 


cases. 

Total 

Foreign 

5 

932 

'■  .  j. 

.  '  . -  .  • 

- - — - — » > 

COASTWISE  - 

7  -p  ‘ 

■  •-  •  i 

St earners 

131 

-31752 

16 

11 

None 

N  one 

Motor 

340 

58468 

24 

15 

None 

Sailing 

Nil 

...... 

<.  . 

None 

Fishing 

Nil 

i  o  xajL 
Coastwise 

471 

90220 

40 

,26 

Total 

Foreign  and 
Coastwise 

476 

91152  • 

-42 

29  2 

2 

None 

/ 


